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Abstract:

Empowerment refers to a process that helps identify, confronts, and gets past
obstacles ina woman'’s life so that she can have more influence over her surroundings and
life. Itis amultifaceted, dynamic process that should help women fully embrace their identities
and their power in all areas of life. India hopes to see independent and self-sufficient Indian
women in the future. It is regrettable that the actual and potential roles of women in society
have been disregarded for generations due to inertia, ignorance, and conservatism, preventing
them from making their justifiable contribution to societal progress. According to studies,
rural women provide up to 80% of the food produced in developing nations, yet they are
only granted a small portion of the farmland, 10% of credit, and 5% of extension advice
(Agrawal, 2003). By increasing their awareness, knowledge, abilities, and efficiency in
using technoldgy, women can empower themselves and contribute to the general growth
of society. Self-help groups, or SHGs, are an idea that is working well for the empowerment
of women. SHGs are groups of rural impoverished people, mostly women, that provide
microcredit to start their own businesses. Income-generating ventures and the development
ofentrepreneurship are workable solutions for women’s empowerment. It produces revenue
A offers flexible work schedules in accordance with homemakers’ requirements. Engaging
mrev‘“'mle-generaung pursuits contributes to women’s overall empowerment. Therefore,
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"T";,-Ecular rescarch was carried out with the special purpose to investigat by
this p“rcm’lmlt of women through entreprencurial activities of self-help groups, Th e th
empod ts to investigate the empowerment level of the members of SHGs iy, B § %ﬁ
attcn‘pn Dhubri district. The study has used 100 primary data collected froy, thasma’a

ki . ;
bl;:1 bers of the sampled block and respondents were selected randomly fo, aﬂalle.iq
;ctors that contribute for self-reliance of the SHG members. ing
Keyword: Empowerment, Self-reliance, Microfinance, Entrepreneurship,
Introduction:

Self-help groups are emerging as powerful tools for poverty alleviation Gen,
SHG have anti-poverty agendas with the purpose of improving living standard of its membe,:, |
n this study a critical examination is made on how management of funds mﬂuﬁncé _
rmance of self-help groups, how participation of member influence Performap, ceof
sHGand also how diversification of group activities influences performance of self. he |
groups. The study adopted a descriptive survey design. The study was conducted jp, the
Bilasipara development block of Dhubri district. The present study has selected 100 sapj; |
from the SHGs of the block. Self-Help Groups are formed and kinked with banks f;, ?
credit facilities without collateral that has empowcre’d women in many ways. The rury
economically under privileged women get the opportunity of bank linkage and credit faciliy |
which was not possible before the SBLP scheme and it has improved the SOCI0-economj;
conditions of the women thereby making them self-reliant.

Empowerment of women and gender equality recognized globally as a key elemert
toachieve progress in all areas. It is one of the eight millennium goals to which world
leaders agreed at the Millennium Summit held at New York in 2000 (Bhagyalakshmi,
2004). Empowerment in the context of women’s development is a way of defining, challenging |
and overcoming barriers in a woman’s life through which she increases her ability to shap |
herlife and environment. It is an active, multidimensional process which should enablé [
womento realize their full identity and powerin all spheres of life. Women constifuf
almost half of the total population in the world and out of which two third of world’sadu |
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iJliterates are women. According to FAO, the most disadvantaged section of society is the
women; they are the ‘silent majority’ of the world’s poor. Seventy per cent of the world’s
poor are Women. They face peculiar social, cultural, educational, political and allied
problems.

Literature Review:

Research scholars have studied and highlighted on significant aspects of Self-help
groups and their impact on group members. Chakraborty (2011) inferred that the growth
of SHGs helps to alleviate the poverty as the SHGs members are self-employed and able
to earn their livelihood. SHGs played amajor role in social and economic empowerment of
group members. Srivastava (2012) noticed that rural people (contacted) were not satisfied
with banking correspondent model and because of high collateral requirement; they had to
resort to local moneylenders. Shantana (2003) found that micro finance programme was
instrumental in reducing poverty by seven percent.

Kumaran (2002) observed in his study that more than 59 percent group members
in the age group of 25-35 years were dynamic running their micro enterprises successfully.
However, their major activities constituted traditional tailoring and dairy. Lalitha, N. and
Nagrajan, B.S. (2002) explained that group cohesion depends on size ofthe group. Larger
the size of group, lower the group cohesion and vice versa. They also found that loan size
in case of the groups studied was too small to meet the requirement of group members.

Dutta, P. (2011) observed that SHG-Bank Linkage Programme has been
instrumental in Socioeconomic empowerment of poor, especially of women. Rajendran &
Raya (2011) found a significant relationship between educational levels of the respondents
and their period of membership in groups, loans and empowerment of rural women in
Vellore district. In order to solve the problem related to marketing of the products of the
SHGs, Mahendra (2011) suggested that the government should try to organize small fairs -
atregularintervals. Mohanty (2009) recommended that special incentives should be given
to the NGOs working in hilly and backward areas. Pati A.P. (2008) found that operating '
cost was high in case of the SHGs under SGSY scheme. '




The Disconrse

The impact of subsidy on the sustainability of SHGg was fo
(2007) reported that SHGs had a positive impact on living stanq
is, improved food intake, nutrition, children education and health sty Pe
pointed out that SHGs formed by NGOs and other formal agenc;e b-Ansan- S QD]Q,%
by banks was the most successful model in India. As there Were afe § but direcu}.,?j (2()0&
of group members about key activities of the self-help grou W Studieg j

%
. . p S, the pre 01‘1 aw %(j
to highlight on the aspect of awareness of group members, Sent Stugy, att::"%g

¢
ards

Concept of SHG:

The concept of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) is proving to be 5 helpful jps
empowerment of women. SHG is an organization of rural poor, Particular] ent forg
deliver micro creditto undertake the entrepreneurial activity. Entreprene Y of Woryg,., *

g €n
Urship deve], by

and income generating activities are a feasible solution for eMpOWering womey, % Py
Sl

income and also provides flexible working hours according to the needs g

f
Economic independence is the need of the hour. fome Makey,

Women Empowerment:

Studies have shown that rural women help in producing up to 80 Der cent

in developing countries, yet they are entitled to only a fraction of farm land, ang a:cffmd
just 10 per cent of credit and five per cent of extension advice (Agrawal, 2003).In aﬁis '
all the societies, women have less power than men, have less contro] OVET resources a(;j
receive lesser wages for their work. They remain as an ‘invisible’ work force. Inevitabj,
all these affect women’s capacity to open up, grow, develop, exceed and exce]. Iti;
unfortunate that because of centuries of inertia, ignorance and conservatism, the actusla
potential role of women in the society has been ignored, preventing them from makingthe |
rightful contribution to social progress. ' | |

Empowerment of women is critical not only for their own welfare but also fortte
development of the country. India envisions a future in which Indian women are independt!
and self-reliant. In various national policies and developmental programmes, emphasis
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©cen given O OTEANIZING Women in Self Help Groups and thus, marks the beginning of a
major process of empowering women. It is also felt to equip the women with necessary
Jallsinthe modem trades, which could make them economically self-reliant. Women must

be empowered by enhancing their awareness, knowledge; skills and technology use

officiencys thereby, facilitating overall development of the society.

Methodology:

A field survey was carried out in the two Panchayats under Bilasipara Dev Block,
namely Lakhiganj and Hajaripara, of District of Assam, which was randomly selected for
the study, in order to understand the impact of SHGs in empowering women of rural
Assam. According to data obtained from the NRLM as of March 31, 2024, there are.
currently 17,846 SHGs in the district. The data breaks down by block, showing that 1216
SHGs are located in Bilasipara among them 146 SHGs are concentrated in Lakhiganj
Panchayat and 169 in Raniganj Panchayat. The SHGs registered under ASRLM comprise
the study’s universe. Lakhiganj and Ranniganj 10 (ten) functional SHGs are approached

from each Panchayat with a pre-structured questionnaire for the survey, based on the list |

provided by the ASRLM, and five members are randomly chosen from each group. Books,
periodicals, DRDA, Block offices, as well as numerous publications and reports from the
government and other agencies, provided the necessary secondary data for the study.

Objective:
B To investigate the degree of awareness among the rural women of their power

over financial resources and role in economic decision-making.

B To explore the function and effects of SHGs on the economic advancement of
Muslim women in the study area. '

Data Collection and analysis procedure:




Che Discourse ISBN: 978-93.s,
5503,

A pre-structured questionnaire that was intended to gather bolhm
qualitative data from the selected 100 respondents of the study area. The Selectjg g

questionnaire was based on its ability to eliminate interviewer bias, yield dependap) B r: Ofa
be more cost-effective, offer anonymity, and support high sample sizes (Kothari 2 kg,
Kumar 2011). The socioeconomic background of the SHG members, the factopg t(})lq;
motivate and influence SHG members, the economic impacton women’s empowerrne !
women’s empowerment to address personal and social issues, and women’s empowe ,
to engage in collective activities are the five key areas on which the researchers pr, ey

are
the questionnaire. The data analysis comprises mean, frequency; and percentage, q

Discussion and Findings:

Socio-economic background of the SHG members:
ents and the society they live in can be dery

A complete picture of the respond .
with the aid of socioeconomic profiles. Important factors are taken mfo account whi,
5 determining a person’s socioeconomic profile, such as age, religion, marital statyg, degre,

of schooling, and primary and secondary employment.

—wraery,

The 100 female SHG members in the sample serve in the capacities of Zenery
members (32%) and presidents (44%), secretaries (24%). The majority of the Womey
(62 percent) are in the 29—39 age range, while 35 percentare in the 40-50 age range, T
percent of the female members are widows, and the remaining eighty-nine percent are
married and divorcee among respondents is 7%.

A majority of the responders (55 percent) only have a primary level education, |,
all, 35% of women completed high school, while 10% continued their education beyopg
secondary school. Regarding the spouses’ educational background, 25% went to high
school, 35% completed upper primary education, and 40% completed elementary schog],

The women in the sample are apparently involved in the following activities: animg]
husbandry (64 percent), minor businesses and weaving (18 percent each), and agriculture
(18 percent). One could argue that women who engage in revenue-generating activities
will undoubtedly contribute to the creation of extra cash and resources, which will assist
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better health and education for their children, These results also contribute to

n? - family strifc and disputes. The wives® husbands work insmall companies (41
agriculture (59 percent). The bulk of respondents’ households (65%) make

d
Pd‘ﬁ"t) 81:5. 5000 per month, whereas 35% of respondents make between Rs. 5000 and

l&s;}(; 00 per month

RS on Motivating and influencing factors in the SHGs:
jndin : : e
" According to the study, the.pnmary motivators for participating in Self-Help Groups
Gs) Were government agencies (54 percent), followed by friends and relatives (46
(Sl;nt) According to reports, family motivation, self- motivation, and other factors were
f:»t very IO rtant.

Jtwas discovered ﬁ‘0f11.ﬂ.le respondents’ interactions that the primary motivations
orpart cipating in SHG activities were to establish saving habits and to generate extra
;sh for the family. Enhancmg their stz.mdmg in the family and community, strengthening
eirability 1O invest in order to increase income, cultivating self- and mutual-help, mobilising
ailableresources; and being able to apply for loans and government subsidies all seemed
fobe rather Signiﬁcant (T able 1)

Table 1

Factors influencing the formation of SHGs

Got engaged in the SHGS to Agree Somewhat agree
Develop self and mutual help 28 72
Resource Mobilisation 25 75
Uplift status in the family and 39 61

society -

Earn additional income for the 85 15
family ; :
Develop saving habits - 91 09
Increase investing power to 47 53
engender more income
Take the benefit of Ioan and Govt. subsidy 36 64

: Source: Field Study, 2024
\
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Findings on Economic impact on empowerment of Womgy,. Q

Members of the respondents were questioned on a number Ofcmcial N
order to gain an understanding ot: their levgl (.)f economic empof:vermenL Thesei)les |
included the process of generating income, having access to financial resomms’ beinopi%
from debt, having more income and savings, having the freedom to use that ince g f,%

wh . . s . e, 1, .
financially independent, making family financial decisions, and owning assets and, belng

According to the groups, the majority of the sampled women (57 PerCent) 3 g,

animal husbandry, followed by handicrafts and weaving (23 percent each), fooq Oﬂfin

(4 percent), and petty businesses (16 percent). The results “neqUivocauy IShaocessw ing
th

respondents’ indicated involvements are primarily conventional in ¢

The survey finds that although the majority of respondents (54 Percent) contiy, |
to earnless than Rs. 1000 per month from group activities, SHG members hag Beey lll)ed
to increase their monthly income to some level since joining the SHGs> activitie, ably
remaining income was in the range of Rs. 1000-} 500.Even though SHG operatioxis &
said to generate very little money, they significantly aid rural Communities jn addressije
their financial difficulties. 1

Analysis was conducted on nine criteria to determine the degree of €Conop;
¢
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.‘.",ls 1 i1
- 3.3

Level of changes in household economy

oz e 9

W helped in High Moderate /'
S : L 1300y
s ily income 86 14 /!
In estic financial decision-making process 67 33 i oy el
D::ilcip ation in making decision in the family budget 64 36
ls)pen d money according to own d.iscretion 57 43
Rec0 gnition of women’s economic contribution in
family : : i e
Independence in purchase of domestic goods 35 65
Lower dependence on money lender . 15 85
_Lowel 4

Source: Field Study, 2024

Findings on Empowermenf to address personal and social issues:

In a society where a large proportion of women lack literacy or have only received
alow level of education, raised awareness of gender issues and developed ability for

income-generating activities could have a substantial impact. These take the shape of

developing the self-reSpect necessary to accept accountability and make choices in all
facets of life. One could argue that if SHGs solely focus on lending and saving, they won’t
be able to function as effective people’s organisations. In order to address social challenges,
it must emerge as community-based institutions. Empowering individuals via social
mobilisation is one of the goals of the SGSY in India. The women’s perspectives were
gathered in order to evaluate the effects of SHGs on a personal level (Table 3).
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: Table 3
Changes obscrved on pcrsonal front m Moderate |
: 48 52
: 45 55

Rise in social status
Ability to.interact with outsiders
Involvement in deciding children’s education and
health 62 38
Access to sanitation facility 25 75
Ability to face challenges . 33 67
Decline in family conflict 46 54
Ability to take innovative decision 42 58
45 55
69 31

Sense of responsibility

Adopting family planning measures
% Confidence to move outside the home f 58 42
] Source: Field Study, 2024
portion of women feel that their
confidence b

changed regarding their ability to move outside of their homes and participate in decjg;
regarding their children’s education and health. The respondents indicated a modestlsmm
of changes in the following variables: rise in social status, ability to communicate le\.’el
others, access t0 samtary facilities, ability to face obstacles, handle family conflicts WI.th
planning measures, _aind ability to make innovative judgements. Itisalso djsclosed, >
women, as SHG members, have gained awareness of arange of socio-political it
and have joined several important social groups, suchas the school management °0nc.ems
the mother support group in schools, and the Anganwadi committee (AWC) .

According to Table 3, asignificant

consid i R
’IhI:;t:; I:Z'slumlvzd their socio-economic conditions after they v joincd
concluded that SHG members have signi 6 grol)
AdEOSHtREtts ve significantly changed thei ,
was not possible :;atfhas m?d.e them self-reliant in many ways and to ag te];tzc?\l:f);in;
empowerment sh ore their involvement in SHGs. The analysis of researcgmlhe 1 c,
' 5
ows that SHG-based microfinance has acted as a spark f on. zol?a;;
or social chal’ -

af

and that the em .
.‘ owerment of the impoverished has benefitted rural women in Assat!

s
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Wﬂ ly, technology has made it possible for income-generating
an

et el o anc conemicaly W
2 s ot SHGs were concentrated in a specific area, these groups are now
'ﬂ’presﬂlroughou { the country as po-vcfrty continues to be a global concern. Access to
Pfcad‘ng ipg syStomS for the underpr%vﬂeged is essential for both economic expaﬁsion
o mal " inable development, and this can only be achieved through bank linkage

wd S of SHG

Gshave made {1 large contribution to the I.)ro.duction of assets, the improvement
+ o living conditions, and the I?rofound shift in the perspectives and mindsets of
Ofme'malise d rural poor women. The lives of the SHG members in the study area have
il dsi gniﬁcanﬂy’ despite the fact that many problems involved in running the SHGs.
cha;l(go cqacilities and supportive infrastructure for orientation and training, as well as placing

emsin jucrative marketplaces, frequently dampens people’s motivations. Participation
?:gro up social issue activities should only begin when desired personal results have been

achieved-
Reference:
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Atmanirbhar Women for Atmanirbhar Bharat: A Brief Study

Dr. Prahlad Das

Associate Professor
Department of English

Swami Yogananda Giri College,
Saktiashram

The Swadeshi movement of the early 20th century which powered the Freedom
Movement of India has been re-invented as the Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission. Today
Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) has come to be regarded as the keystone to creation

ofaself-reliant and strong Indig carving out a place foritselfasa frontrunner on the global
platform. The policy pronouncements in recent years have carried aflavour of self-reliance.
The term Atmanirbhar Bharat has been used frequently by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, ever since he announced the post-COVID-19 economic package in2020. It has
become a buzzword in the public discourse, signifying the enormous economic strength,
strong social fabric and global leadership competence of India. Atmanirbhar Bharat relies
on strengthening the economic and social pillars of our country. It aims to achieve the
superordinate goal of India as Vishwa Guru (global leader) by implementing policies

promoting competitiveness, efficiency and resilience on the economic front, and equity,
self-sustaining and self-generating on the social front.

The role of women in achieving the goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat is significant. The
government initiatives such as ASHA programme has helped enormously in improving
maternal and infant health across rural India. This paper conceptualizes women

tmpowerment as a key strategy to achieve the Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission. Self-help
groups of women are based on the notion of small savings, mutual help and cooperation.
The objective of this paper analyses how the women-led Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are

N
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beneficial not only in raising awarencss related to Covid prccetuﬁous
also instrumental in providing a myriad of services. These m?h.;de meeting Shonaut o
masks, sanitizers and PPEs, running community kitchen.s, Provxdmg banking apnqg peng: 8
services to rural poor. The paper suggests that policy initiatives by the governp, lon

g . Well
as relief schemes initiated by NGOs and Corporates are essential for social anq . el

empowerment of women. Omj
Keywords: SHGs, NGOs, women empowerment, Atmanirbhar Bharat, self-, elp - ,
microfihance. | i
Introduction: i

The Father of the Nation very forcefully expressed his views on Womep, Rights
Evelithoughmanyyears have passed since India gained Independence, we are stil] o
to make women‘s rights more meaningful in our country. Similar'thOughts on the sybje :
were expressed “You can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the statys ofitd
women” Pt Jawaharlal Nehru. The subject of women empowerment was conceptya;
in the 9th Five - Year Plan Document that commits “to empower women through .
an enabling environment where women can freely exercise their rights both withi o
outside their homes as equal partners™. In the past century, Kasturba Gandhi inspire

women to come forward and make sacrifices during the freedom struggle. Kasturba‘s life ’,‘"‘E
should be read in terms of women‘s struggle for emancipation, dignity and independence,ie
She said in the words of Aparna Basu during the Quit India marches- “the women of
have to prove their mettle. They should all join in this struggle regardless of caste or creed!
Truth and non-violence must be the watch words.” The government introduced the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to make India self-reliant. On 12 May 2020, PM Shri Narendra
Modi raised a clarion call to the nation giving akick start to the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
(Self-reliant India campaign) and announced the special economic and comprehensive.
package of INR 20 lakh crores, equivalent to 10% of India’s GDP, to fight COVID-19
pandemic in India. The aim is to make the country and its citizens independent and self-"
reliant in all senses. Women have an important role and have shouldered multiple
responsibilities in times of crisis worked tirelessly to keep their homes, families, communities
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o society integrated and Wel% Organized. Women are the backbone of society. According
ot cmational Labour Organisation Lo

Re

o] i i : ) Report, women globally make up over 70 per
tof w(?rkers $ h;alth, mc.ludmg those working in health-care institutions. They were on

pofiont line of ?ﬁ ghtagainst Covid-19, As 5 result of the pandemic, they faced a double

purden: Jonger shifts at work and additiona] care work at home.

Women ?lepowennent Isakey strategy to accomplish the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Mission. For soct transformation of the country, particular emphasis has to be given to

development gnd Wwomen empowerment. Ever since the decade of the 1990,
omen’s groups have been formed across the length and breadth of the country. Self-
Help Groups (SI.-I(E'IS) reft?r to small voluntary groups 6f 10-20 (mostly) rural women,
prefexably from similar socio-economic background, which collectively save small amounts
of money and seek small loans without any collateral. These groups are based on the
potion of small savings, mutual help and cooperation, wherein these groups avail loans
grom banks and other financial institutions at reasonable interest rates for various purposes
such as for personal as well as family utilization, income generation and livelihood
enhancement. These groups are cha:ractgrised by mutual support, collaboration, solidarity
and peer pressure. Apart from enhancing the availability of microfinance, these groups
nave been found to contribute to enhancement of social and economic status of women
members. This paper seeks to answer the question whether SHG membership has
contributed to women empowerment.

Objective:

The objective of this research paperis to study the role of womenin achievix.lg the
goalof Atmanirbhar Bharat and the government initiatives to achieve the Amlanu})har
Bharat Mission. Self-help groups of women are based on the notion of small savmgs(,1
mutual help and cooperation. The objective of this pal?e.r analyses how the wgnecn;ljid
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are beneficial not only in r::,usmg a.w.areness rc?lat';e p c; e
precautious across villages but are also instrumental in prov1du.1g amyriad 0 skl mhens-
These include meeting shortage in masks, sanitizers and PPEs, running community ;

providing banking and pension services to rural poor.
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This paper is exploratory in nature. Case study method has been h
chogq

paper because it is regarded as a uscful research method for exploring soc; gt
t i-dimensional | It helps in detail : C1al phey,, iy (8
wough multi-dimensional lenses. It helps in detailed analysis of a phenom Omey > 1§
life context. The paper is based on a mixed methods approach, combining bzon injyg W:]n
and primary approaches. Secondary data has been collected by reviewin ﬂu:seco -
using the keywords, self-help groups and women empowerment. The IGViegv he lf‘era tuy ;;uy;.‘
published material such as books, research papers, reports, policy documengs X tacs inejy, h
J . avail

in the public domain. Primary data has been collected from key informangs .
Wi

SHG members.
Results and discussion:
The results of the study reveal that SHG membership has led to social ey
of women. The respondents revealed that after joining the SHG there hag beenpo‘:vermeﬂt 5
in female literacy in their families. 'I'heywereablet_omakedecisionsmgardingthe;tll]nﬂ |
education, such as sending them to private schools or @ﬁom or college, Few ¢ e dreng
also taken loans for surgery and treatment of diseases. Participation in SHGs had? hag
reduction in social evils such as child marriages, dowry, witch hunting i’ andeilto ¢
prevalence of superstition. Few women narrated stories when they organiseq thomsg ess
collectively opposed liquor shops and got them closed down. Respect for Women bot\llle's’ ,j_
the family and the community had increased. Initially their husbands and familieg °Pp0se13
women’s participation in the SHGs. However, over time, they observed benefits of 'S
SHG participation and later starting supporting their women. Often the womenp took loan
for supporting their husband’s business. Initially, the community elders also Were not
favour of women attending meetings. They would ridicule and mock at them_ However
over time, they realised the value of participation in meetings and became supportive ofthé ¥
women. On the economic front, it was found that SHG membership provided benefits
such as, increase in saving, knowledge of government schemes, learning how to manage Eq
money, and how to utilize the available funds for growth. SHG participation had increased ||
their income earning capacity. Many of the women had taken loans to start a small business A
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158 small shop in the village or Block or to buy raw material for their business, such
) ﬁ‘bnc for a garment business. Many took loans for agricultural activities such as buying
05 inputs and livestock (such as cows, goats, sheep, buffaloes, etc.). Over time, their
had grown bigger, their agriculture had improved and livestock had multiplied. Thus,
d I;Swo en were able to enhance their incomes through these loans. Some women had
‘1 . taken Joans to fund their children’s education or help them set up a small shop (such
cycle repair shop). Over a period of time, women were able to enhance their standard
fhvmg’ by gradually improving their housing characteristics such as puccahouses, electricity
i anection, piped water supply, LPG connections and toilets. Possession of household
JssetS had also increased such as smart phones, televisions, refrigerators, motor cycles
and tractors. SHG participation had reduced their dependence on money lenders. They
pad been able to break free from the jaws of the loan sharks such as money lenders who
would earlier charge exorbitant interest rate such as three to five percent per month. The
womenno longer needed to mortgage their homes, property, jewelry or other assets. They
had small requirements (less than Rs. 1 lakh) for which micro loans atlow interest rates
(one percent per month) through SHGs sufficed their purpose.

On the political front, women who had been associated with the SHGs for a longer
while had grown in stature. Many of them had become office bearers of the group, such as
gecretary or Treasurer, or had become leaders in the village organisation or cluster, or

federation. The SHG members reported psycho-social empowerment among the SHG
members. While most of them reported that initially their participation in SHGs was not
Jooked at favourably by their husbands, family members and community elders, gradually
this perception had changed. These women had now earned respect in their village and
many of them were now referred to as ‘Baidew’ (meaning elder sister). While earlier they
felt shy in participating in meetings and speaking in public, now they were very confident.
While earlier, they could never step out of their homes, now they were able to char diwari
se bahar aana (move out from their houses), and visit banks and other places. They had
also travelled to far-off places, such as the district head quarter or the State capital. Having
acquired the ability to speak outside their homes and stepping out of their homes were
tonsidered to be the most significant changes in their lives. The above discussion points
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p has led to cmpowcerment of women along v, 8.93_3393
rioug g~y |

out that SHG membershi
nely. social, cconomic, political and psycho-s.ocial. It was found tha —
who have been associated with the SHG - em fop,
Gforajo, iy Ty,
t B

ng women
ave spenta smaller number of years ag SHG 8er d“'at‘ |
memb% o, ©

nat
level is higher amo
in comparison to those who hh
India’s ASHA programme comprises all-female health workers
soldiers of the country’s health systern. Established in 2005, akey focug 0}]1;1@ ey, ,i
e Og |

was reducing maternal and .fant deaths, so all recruits are women. They hy Pro
an essential role in India’s efforts to eradicate polio and increase im y Vealsgr ¢ |
to numerous studies. Women and children from the community asse n, . |
(SSK) in Batla House, Okhla, New Delhi. SSK cOl::;le atag, © |

Unity

Government across the country to act as locy ; Centyg, |
[£-help groups and to provide skills training "Dcubgtiy,
and

erate within “Anganwadi” centres that are
*P

Samanvay Kendra
have been set up by the Indian
centres to promote women’s s€
health information. The SSKs op
Indian public health care systero, providing basic health-care services inrural and aTtofyy, |
areas. During the CcOVID-19 pandemic, these centres remained open m; . '- . B
meals, immunization and health check-ups for children, pregnant and la;g;;’ldmg froe B
and helping women access government assistance programmes. In the SS Ig Zﬂothers,
entrej; |

Batla House, women also learn tailoring and sewing, computer skills and beautic; in |
With 1.3 billion Indians in the mi clan training

pllblic

dst of an unprecedented 40-da -
coronavirus, the collective strength of women’s self-help gr(,upsy(lso};léd;‘?’h:c;o defeat the ..
fore. In over 90 percent of India’s districts, away from the limelight ofth cometotte |
women prodl‘lc.:ing facemasks, running community kitchens, delivering ez Cltle.S, SHG |
supplies, sensitizing people about health and hygiene, and combating mis infozzgslnfmd z{;

These women, escaped poverty through the SHG route as they know how painful

itis to be a destitute and poor. They are living up to their motto of self-help and solidarity

1()Errouplfal across th? cmmtr_.y are working furiously to make up for the shortfall of masksand
erso Protectlve.Eunpment (PPEs). In Odisha, for instance, poor rural women who
f\::vre nflﬁngaged in stitching school uniforms are sewing masks instead. Over the past
poﬁce(;)e rs;;h::f wgn;en have produced more than 1 million cotton masks, helping equp
e and health workers, while earning something for them. More than 19

m . have been produced by 20,000 SHG"s across 27 states inthe countryin

.
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iont0 OV 100,000 litres of sanitizer and nearly 50,000 litres of hand wash. Since

Ji°. s decentralized, these i
W’ onis decentralized, these items have reached widely-dispersed population without

d
pf:‘:;cd for complex logistics and transportation.
1
d with huge nu.mbers O.f informal workers losing their livelihoods during the lockdown
o food supp}y chains getting disrupted in some areas, SHG*s have set up over 10,000
’ unity kitchens across the country to feed stranded workers, the poor, and the
‘ ,umerable' InKerala, th.e KUdurr{ba.lshree network, one of the country’s earliest community
platforms of women with 4.4 million members and several years of catering experience
wehind them, Were the government’s natural choice to run a number of these kitchens.
Given the massive nature of the challenge, these groups have dramatically ramped up their
Jforts and are now running 1,300 kitchens across the state, while also delivering food to
nosein quarantine and the bedridden condition. In Jharkhand, where poverty is high,
GHGs being the closest to the ground are helping district administration in identifying pockets

ofhunger and starvation so that efforts can be made to ameliorate them.

Since access to finance is critical for people to sustain themselves during the
lockdown, SHGs women working as bank correspondents have emerged as a vital resource.
Deemed as an essential service, these bank sakhis have continued to provide doorstep
panking services to far-flung communities, in addition to distributing pensions and enabling
he neediest persons to access credits into their accounts through Direct Benefit Transfers
(DBT). Bankshave given these women special orientation and provided them with financial
incentives to enable them to continue to work during the lockdown.

The Anganwadi system forms the backbone of India’s Integrated Child
Development Services Scheme —the world’s largest community-based programme for
child development. This is a cadre made up entirely of women: the Anganwadi Workers
(AWWs), the Anganwadi Helpers (AWHs), supervisors, and district Child Development

Protection Officers (CDPOs). Yet at a state and national level, the AWW is an abstraction:
ers, or at best cogs in the wheel that keep the ICDS

the women are just faceless numb
s them tick,

nnning, There isn’t enough information or interest in understanding what make

- What their lives and work look like, and what can be done to motivate and galvanise our
t COVID-

largest cadre of barefoot. Today, it has joined another battle- the battle agains
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i tion’s 2.7 millionAn : 1a: |
19. With the outbreak of the pandemic, the mto b o gzmwmdl Wor o,
frontline responders in their communities. Ontop usual POnsibilitjag t b%%

dry rations and cooked food, screen people for (.ZOVID-I 9, and spreaq 4 :ry‘d'stri ¢

. di worker is usually a local village woman, between 13 ‘
virus. An Anganwa o class X. An ganwadi workers are paid around R 500 ea,sof
age and educated ;lp , oaverage - onthly salary. Workers provide Supplemey 0q |
lessthan halfof Tncia S d nursing mothers, teach mothers about tary““hm '
for children, pregnant women, ana n . . UL child .
and give pre-formal school education. The Mmlstry f)f:Women Deve10pmem ang on |
Wel%lare has laid down guidelines f01: the l‘esponSIbﬂmf’s OfAI.lg_an“.ladi. Workery C}:]d |
guidelines include showing comrflumty support a?hc;ia(l:iuve Pal'tl?l?atlon in eXchﬁngﬂz .j
programme, conducting regular quick surveys O.fflu ©5, OTBANIZINgG pre-schog| Bty |
providing health and nutrition education to families, especially pregnant women, moﬁm;: _;
families to adopt family planning, educating parents abo.qt Chlk_l growthand developmen :
assisting in the implementation and execution of Kishori Shakti Y(.')Jana., educating leemgt .;
girls and parents by organizing social awareness programmes, and 1d.en11fying disabij; st |
children The major priority to realize Atmanirbhata for women will be work; 8 towarg, :
sustainable livelihoods and economic empowerment in rural areas. There wil] be necesyiy |
of imparting skills, especially of the migrant labour and to integrate them With g, |
developmental goals of the country. There is an urgent need to speed up the benefits f |
women in micro & small businesses. There is need to focus on women in sectors like
agriculture, food processing, eco-tourism, textiles, handicrafts, waste managemeps and |
forest products. There is also need to terminate and bring to an end, disparity in the
workplace. It is observed that the Government is making hectic efforts to improve the ot |
of Self-Help Groups. The Kerala Kudumbshree model is an outstanding example. The |
Sewa movement started by Ella Bhat is providing livelihood to many poor and impoverished |
women. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stated, “Every woman has entrepreneurial |
qualities and values. Women will become stakeholders in decision-making if they are ;
financially independent.” However, over the years, institutionalised belief systems have |
undermined women’s work capacity. In the 21st century, it is essential to recognise womens §
capabilities to work, while building an equitable and Atmanirbhar society. We must §




CSR professionals, Panchayat representatives and others need to view the SHG asan
mheﬂamgmisaﬁonandsingle-pointofommcthmdetmmhmalvmmanddeﬁw
mmsdevdopnﬂnlloglmnmesandschmes.ThaemewmlammmﬂleﬁMmmg
ofSHGgwhichmedmbeaddmcsedﬂnoughappmpﬁammeasmes.TMWghsmtaimd
mterest of policy makers andoommitme:ntandmpportbypmcﬁﬁonets,ﬂle SHG model
tn be relied upon to bring about women empowerment to achieve the overarching
Amanirbhar Bharat Mission. One of the limitations of this study is its qualitative nature.
Nevertheless, it reveals rich information related to the experiences, perceptions and
“ervations of rural women and their association with the SHG Moreoves, the sample s
Midently large and well-distributed so that generalisations can be made. Future researchers
""Ygofursmvey-basedmemchanddeploypsychomehic scales or indices to measure
" empowerment.
\
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Sclf-cmployment and Employn.lent Gt.anemtfon schemes amon.g Womnen, el

ged. This canbe promoted by nnp.artmg n.ncro-entr.epreneuna] trainjy, W le b |
cncol‘;"rlo fNGOs and SHGs can be associated to lmpflrt skills and training, 5 . larg,
::;:ing, finance and credit needs should b.e made available on easy terms, COrm;t ffo‘m |
Banks, éwperaﬁves, National Bank forAgr{culture and Rural I.)eve.lopment (NaR Crcig) &
Small Industries Development Bank of .Indla (SIDBI) and vanoPs internationg, cgon 1
should be brought into the picture. Social workfars can be very mﬂuer.ltial moﬁvatogs ]
f)rovidjng direction, care and advocacy. Another important component.ls the invOlVeme;n |
of Corporate Social Responsibility to acceleratg the.momentum of .aSSlSjiance, NGO, ca,: |
play a useful role in advising Corporates to t.ake uprelief schemes. Slqll.mﬁng for diﬁ%t |
types of micro enterprises should be provided by govemmc?n:c agencies. Digiﬁsaﬁ()n |
re-skilling are key tools in not just empowering women t?’ rejoin the workforee inthe post i‘
pandemic era but also in creating new booming sectors in the economy.
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The Role of Agricultyre in Achieving Self-Reliant India: An Analysis -

Dr Abdul Kadir Akand |
Assistant Prof,, Dept. of Economics
Swami Yogananda Girj College, Fakiragram ;
Email: akakand] 969@gmail.com |
Contact No: 9101699385 |

sufficiency, India can enhance its food security,

reduce trade deficits, and uplift rural
communities. The recent policy initiatives and structural reforms aimed at boosting agricultural

productivity, such as the PM-KISAN scheme and the Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) reforms, underscore the government’s commitment to revitalizing the
agricultural sector. The advancement of technology in agriculture, including precision farming,
use of drones, and adoption of biotechnology, is essential for increasing yields and ensuring
sustainability
Challenges such as climate change impacts, water scarcity, land degradation, and |
market fluctuations pose threats to agricultural self-reliance. Addressing these challenges |
requires a multidimensional approach, encompassing resilient farming practices, im_pro\{ed
arket linkages, and robust risk management strategies. By empowering farmers, e@cmg
gricultural infrastructure, promoting innovation, and fostering sustainability, Ir{dla can
Stengthen its agricultural sector and realize the visionof a self-reliant In thi
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an attempt has been made to examine the pivotal role that agriculture plays i, ling 8 i
self-reliant India. Calizing 5
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Key words: Agriculture, Self-reliant, Technology, Challenges, Management.
Introduction: '

dependency on imports, boost domestic production, and enhance the overall socio-economi X
fabric ofthe country. Agriculture, being a primary sector, is pivotal in this endeavor. Agriculture ! :
in India not only sustains the livelihoods of a significant population

but also contribytes
substantially to the country’s GDP. By focusing on agricultural self-suﬂiciency, Indiacap
enhance its food security, reduce trade deficits, and uplift rural communities. The recent.
policy initiatives and structural reforms aimed at boosting agricultural productivity, such a5
the PM-KISAN scheme and the Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) ¢
reforms, underscore the government’s commitment to revitalizing the agricultura] sector. ‘
But the challenges such as- climate change impacts, water scarcity, land degradation, and
market fluctuations pose threats to agricultural self-reliance. To overcome these challenges ||
requires amultidimensional approach, encompassing resilient farming practices, improved' 1|
market linkages, and robust risk management strate gies. This essay explores the various"
ways in which agriculture contributes to making India self-reliant, encompassing aspects i
such as food security, economic stability, employment generation, technolo :

- sustainable development, and global competitiveness.

gical innovation, | 1

. i
Objectives: The main objectives of this seminar paper are:

a) 'To examine the role of agriculture inrealizing self-reliant India.
b) To examine the challenges in the field of agriculture."

c) To delineate the remedial measures for the‘d'evelopment of agriculture.
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Role of Agriculture in achieving a self-reliant India:

Agriculture plays a crucial role in achieving a self-reliant (Atmanirbhar) India by
conn-ibuﬁng to economic stability, food security, and sustainable development. Here’s a
dcmiled look at how agriculture supports the vision of self-reliance- '

EnsuringAdequate Food Supply: A self-reliant India emphasizes on its ability to feed its
popu]atlon without depending on external sources. Agriculture is the cornerstone of food
security, ensuring a stable supply of essential food items. With a population of over 1 4
pillion, the need for a consistent and sufficient food supply is critical. By focusing on improving
crop yields through better farming techniques, genetically modified crops, and efficient use
of resources, India can ensure that its food needs are met domestically. |

Nutritional Security: Beyond mere food supply, agriculture also plays a crucial role in
nutritional security. Diversified farming practices, including the cultivation of a variety of
crops such as pulses, fruits, vegetables, and livestock farming, ensure that the population
has access to a balanced diet. Promoting horticulture and organic farming can further
enhance the nutritional quality of food, thereby improving the overall health and productivity
of the nation. T |

Employment Generation: Agriculture is the largest employer in India, engaging about
50% of the country’s workforce. This sector not only provides direct employment to
millions of farmers but also generates numerous ancillary jobs in related fields such as
agro-processing, transportation, and retail. By enhancing agricultural productivity and
expanding value-added activities, agriculture can further bolster employment, reducing
urban migration and supporting rural livelihoods.

Rural Development: The prosperity of rural India is intrinsically linked to agricultural
 development. Investments in agriculture lead to improved infrastructure, such as roads,
eleclnmty, and irrigation facilities, which in turn stimulate rural economies. By promoting
Sustamable agricultural practices and enhancing market access, the rural population can
aChleve higher standards of living, thus contributing to balanced regional development.
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high-yielding crop varictics, implementing better water management pmmmsma
access to affordable credit and insurance. Government initiatives like the Pradhan Mant§ ;
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) and the introduction of minimum support prices (MSP)"‘ 4
for various crops ensure a stable income for farmers. 1«;
Value Addition: Value addition through agro-processing not only increases the self-life ofg.
ral pr ing food |
processing units, cold storage facilities, and efficient supply chains can help farmerg get"_é'
better prices for their produce. The development of agro-based industries also creates‘ |

i

¥

additional income streams, fostering entrepreneurship and innovation in rural areas.

Sustainable Development: Sustainable agriculture is key to maintaining the health of '
ecosystems and ensuring long-term agricultural productivity. Practices such as crop rotaﬁo :
organic farming, conservation tillage, and integrated pest management help preserve soil
fertility, reduce chemical inputs, and protect biodiversity. By promoting environmentally
friendly practices, India can ensure that its agricultm_'al sector remains productive and resilient.

Climate Resilience: Climate change poses a significant threat to agriculture, impacting
crop yields and food security. Developing climate-resilient crop varieties and adopting’
-adaptive farming techniques are essential for mitigating these effects. Research and!
development (R&D) in agriculture should focus on breeding crops that can withstand’
extreme weather conditions, droughts, and pests. Additionally, educating farmers on climate-|
smart practices can help them better manage risks associated with climate variability.

2 ) i? s
3 o . . -
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Reducing Dependence on Imports: Key commodities such as pulses, edible oils, and
certain fruits are often imported to meet domestic demand. By incentivizing the cultivation
of these crops and providing support for their processing, India can significantly cut down
on imports, saving valuable foreign exchange and ensuring food sovereignty.

Boosting Local Industries: The promotion of local agro-based industries can further
reduce dependence on imports. By developing industries that process raw agricultural
produce into finished goods, India can cater to its domestic market while also creating &
employment opportunities. This not only strengthens the local economy but also enhances
the country’s self-sufficiency in food and related products. | '
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Reseal'.Ch and Development: Investing in agricultural R&D is essential for fostering
jnnovation and addressing the

challenges faced by the sector. Government and private
sector collaboration in research can lead to the development of high-yielding and pest-
resistant crop varieties, advanced farming equipment, and sustainable agricultural practices.
Extension services should be

) strengthened to ensure that the latest research findings and
technologies are accessible to farmers,

Enhancing Exports: A robust agricultural sector with high productivity and quality
standards can enhance India’s agricultural exports. By adopting global best practices and
improving product quality, Indian agricultural products can become more competitive in
international markets. The export of high-value commodities such as spices, tea, basmati
rice, and organic produce can significantly contribute to the national economy.

Branding and Marketing: Effective branding and marketing strategies are vital for

positioning Indian agricultural products in the global market. Developing a strong brand
identity for Indian products, coupled with geographical indications (GI) tags, can enhance
their marketability and fetch premium prices. Additionally, participating in international trade
fairs and exhibitions can help promote Indian agriculture globally.

Supply Chain Improvement: Efficient supply chains are critical forreducing post-harvest
losses and ensuring that agricultural produce reaches markets in good condition. Developing
cold storage facilities, food processing units, and transportation mﬁasuuctm'e cansignificantly
- improve supply chain efficiency. By minimizing wastage and ensuring timely delivery, farmers

can receive better prices for their produce, contributing to hi gher incomes and economic
stability. '
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Irrigation and Water Management: Reliable access to water ig ﬁmdamental
agricultural productivity. Investments in irrigation infrastructure, such a5 canal neg,, for
drip irrigation systems and rainwater harvesting, can enhance water yge emcienc;rks’  ."‘
ensure a stable water supply for agriculture. Proper water management practiceg Ak anq ;
the impacts of droughts and water scarcity, thereby supporting sustainape Zate |
development.

Government Initiatives: The Indian government has launched several initiativeg 1, SUpport
agricultural development and make it a cornerstone Qf self-reliance. Programg likepny
KISAN, the National Agriculture Market (eNAM), and the Pradhan Mantrj Fasal Bipy,
Yojana (PMFBY) provide financial support, market access, and insurance CoVerage
farmers. Policy reforms aimed at liberalizing agricultural markets and Promoting conrac
farming can also enhance market efficiencies and farmer incomes. :

Land Reforms: Ensuring land rights and implemenﬁng land reforms are critical for boosting
agricultural productivity and investment. Clear land ownership and secure tenure cap
encourage farmers to invest in land improvements and adopt better farming practices. [
Land consolidation and reforms can also facilitate mechanization and efficient lang use. |

agl‘i(:u]tural

10. Community and Cooperative Models

Farmer Cooperatives: Cooperatives play a crucial role in empowering farmers by providing ;.
- them with better access to inputs, credit, and markets. By pooling resources and collectively
bargaining, small farmers can achieve economies of scale and improve their market power.
Successful examples of cooperatives, such as the Amul dan'y cooperative, demonstrate £
the potential of such models in transforming the agricultural landscape. - |

Community Participation: Engaging local communities in decision-making processes
and agricultural initiatives ensures that policies and programs are tailored to local needs
and contexts, Community participation can enhance the effectiveness of agricultural
interventions, promote sustainable practices, and ensure equitable distribution of benefits. |
Local knowledge and traditional practices, when combined with modern techniques, can §
lead to innovative and effective agricultural solutions. !
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Making India self-reliant in agriculturc involves several significant challeng

I : . . ing it
water Scarcity: Agriculture in India is heavily dependent on monsoon rains, mak"tlzgu'e
yulnerable to variations in rainfall. Efficient jrr gation systems and water managemen
cssential to ensure consistent agricultural output.

small Land Holdings: The fragmentation ofagricultural land into small and uneconomical

plots hampers the adoption of modern farming techniques and mechanization, reducing
overall productivity. | :

Lack of Infrastructure: Poor rural inﬁast'ﬁctum, including inadequate storage facilities,
transportation networks, and market access, leads to high post-harvest losses and prevents
farmers from getting fair prices for their produce.

‘Soil Degradation: Overuse of chemical fertilizérs, pesticides, and monocropping hasled

to soil degradation, reducing fertility and crop yields over time. Sustainable farming practices
need to be adopted to maintain soil health. : :

_Credit Access: Many small farmers struggle to access formal credit, relying instead on
informal and often exploitative sources of finance. Improved access to credit at reasonable
rates is crucial for investment in better farming practices and equipment.

- Technology Adoption: While modern agricultural technology can significantly boost
productivity, its adoption is often slow due to lack of awareness, education, and financial
constraints among farmers.

-Climate Change: Increasing frequency of extreme weather events such as droughts,

floods, and unseasonal rains disrupt agricultural activities, affecting crop yields and farmer
incomes.

Market Fluctuations: Farmers face income instability due to volatile market prices for

their produce. Better market linkages and price support mechanisms are needed to ensure
stable and fair incomes. ~ :

Policy Implementation: Despite various agricultural policies and schemes, implementation
atthe ground level is often inconsistent and plagued by bureaucratic inefficiencies.

——




m ISBN: 978-93.55,
ccess to updated knowledge and skijjq y m*l!m;,8
od

jon: lack a
. Farmer Education: Many farmers : . : dge
i . and crop diversification, limiting the;
agricultural practices, pest management, P g their Produy vcl:ny
and resilience.

Addressing these chall
policy, investment in infrastructure :
of sustainable and resilient farming practices.

es to overcome the challenges:

To overcome the challenges faced by Indian agriculture and move towagg Self.

reliance, a comprehensive approach involving multiple stakeholders ang Strateo:
ome remedial measures: gle

enges requires a multifaceted approach involving g,

,educationand training for farmers, and the Cthmery

promoﬁon

Remedial measur

interventions is necessary. Here are s

To overcome the challenges faced by Indian agriculture and move towards self-reliance
»a

comprehensive approach involving multiple stakeholders and strategic intervention
. is

necessary. Here are some remedial measures:
Water Management:
B Irrigation Infrastructure: Invest in efficient irrigation systems such as dr
and sprinkler irrigation to reduce water wastage. ' 4
B Rainwater Harvesting: Promote rainwater harvesting and watersheq
management to ensure better water availability. ‘ ¥ v
B Efficient Water Use: Encourage practices like mulching, and use of drought-
resistant crop varieties. |
Land Reforms and Consolidation:
' B Land Consolidation: Implement policies to consolidate fragmented land
holdings, making them more viable for mechanized and modern farming.

B Land Leasing: Facilitate flexible and secure land leasing arrangements to
allow for more productive use of agricultural land.

Infrastructure De&elopment: !
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cold chain infrastructype o reduce posfl;na:::e cold storage facilities and improve the
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| 'I\‘ansportation: Enhance

rural road ne tworks to improve access to markets.
B Market Ljnkages: Dev )

tarket) to facilitate botter prins o elop and promote e-NAM (National Agriculture
. SCovery and direct market access for farmers.
Soil Health: .

B Promote organijc f:

soil fertility. ing, crop rotation, and use of green manure to maintain

Access to Credit:

H b ienes
‘ Impl‘o.ve access to institutional credit through simplified procedures and
increased penetration of rural banking,

B Strengthen crop insurance schemes

. to protect farmers against natural calamities
and market risks.

Technolng and Innovation:

. B Enhance agricultural extension serviées to educate farmers onmodern farming
techniques, pest management, and use of technology. : |

B Promote the use of digital tools, mobile apps, and information dissemination
platforms to provide real-time information to farmers.

B Invest in agricultural research to develop high-yielding, pest-resistant, and
climate-resilient crop varieties. ‘

Cliinate Resilience:

B Implement practices thatimprove resilience to climate change, such as integrated
farming systems, agroforestry, and conservation agriculture.
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impact of extreme weather events. the
Market Stability:

m Ensure effective implementation of Minimum Support Price (Msp
procurement policies to guarantee fair prices for farmers. dang |

m Deregulate agricultural markets to reduce the role of middlemen gy, den
competition.

hange |

Policy and Governance:

m Strengthen governance and administrative efficiency to ensure time

: ly
effective implementation of agricultural policies and schemes. and

W Encourage collaborations between the government, private sector, anq NGO |
to leverage resources and expertise.

Farmer Education and Training:

B Conduct regular training programs and workshops to update farmers onthe
latest agricultural practices, technologies, and market trends.

B Establish farmer field schools and model farms to demonstrate successfy]
farming practices.

By addressing these key areas, India can significantly improve agricultura]
productivity, sustainability, and farmer livelihoods, moving closer to achieving self-reliance
in the agricultural sector. :

Conclusion:

In conclusion, it comes to clear that agriculture is a cornerstone of India’s joumey
towards self-reliance, playing a multifaceted role in ensuring food and nutritional security,
economic stability, sustainable development, and global competitiveness. By addressing
challenges such as resource allocation, technological adoption, and policy support, India
can unlock the full potential of its agricultural sector. The emphasis on modern farming
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